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MS Appeal Brief - Patents 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Notice of Noncompliant Appeal Brief dated October 30, 2008, please 
consider Appendix 1. Appendix 1 lists all claims involved in this appeal, as required by 37 
C.F.R. 41.37 (c)(l)(viii). As instructed by the Patent Appeal Center Specialist, withdrawn 
claims 15-17 of the Appendix have been removed. Also, as instructed by the Patent Appeal 
Center Specialist, only the defective section, and not the entire appeal brief, has been included in 
this response. In view of the above, applicant believes the pending application is in condition for 
allowance. 

Applicant believes no fee is due with this response. However, if a fee is due, please 
charge any additional fees required or credit any overpayment during the pendency of this 
Application pursuant to 37 CFR 1.16 through 1.21 inclusive, and any other sections in Title 37 of 
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the Code of Federal Regulations that may regulate fees to Deposit Account No. 06-2380, under 
Order No. 03 - 1 003 which the undersigned is authorized to draw. 



Dated: November 21, 2008 



Amendment After Final Action Under 37 C.F.R. 
1.116 

I hereby certify that this paper (along with any paper 
referred to as being attached or enciosed) is being 
transmitted via the Office eiectronic fiiing system in 
accordance with § 1, 6(a)(4). 

I3ated: November 21, 2008 
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2200 Ross Avenue, Suite 2800 
Dallas, Texas 75201-2784 
(214) 855-8186 
(214) 855-8200 (Fax) 
Attorney for Applicant 
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APPENDIX 1 

1 . A method of interfacing between a client and a mainframe system, comprising: 
receiving requests for services fi-om said client; 

parsing said requests to obtain parsed requests; 

obtaining service definitions based on said parsed requests; 

executing commands based on said service definitions, said commands corresponding 
with applications recognized by said mainframe system for providing results to said requests for 
services; and 

providing said results to said client. 

2. A method according to claim 1 , wherein receiving said requests for services 
comprises: 

receiving a connection request from said client; and 

instantiating a session manager to receive said requests for services. 

3 . A method according to claim 2, comprising pre-establishing a plurality of session 
managers, wherein instantiating comprises instantiating one of said plvirality of session 
managers. 

4. A method according to claim 1 , comprising: 
retrieving entitlement information related to said client; and 

obtaining said service definitions when said entitlement information indicates said parsed 
requests can be processed for said client. 

5. A method according to claim 4, comprising returning an error message to said 
client when said entitlement information indicates said parsed requests cannot be processed for 
said client. 
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6. A method according to claim 1, wherein: 

obtaining service definitions comprises determining if said requests for services are 
requests for single commands; and 

executing commands for providing results comprises executing said single commands at 
an interface interfacing said client with said mainframe system when said requests for services 
are requests for single commands. 

7. A method according to claim 1 , comprising: 

creating a plurality of connections with said mainframe system to form a connection 
pool; and 

assigning one of said cormections from said connection pool for interacting with said 
mainframe system when a service request is received. 

8. A method according to claim 7, comprising returning said one of said connections 
to said connection pool when said client chooses to end a session with said mainframe system, 

9. A method according to claim 7, wherein: 

creating said plurality of cormections comprises performing commands corresponding to 
startup sections of said service definitions; and 

executing commands comprises performing commands corresponding to execution 
sections of said service definitions. 

10. A method according to claim 9, wherein executing commands comprises 
performing commands corresponding to a close-up section of one of said service definitions to 
release said plurality of connections when said requests for services include a logout request. 
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11. A method according to claim 1 , comprising: 
specifying identifiers for screens of said mainframe system; and 

specifying actions to be taken with respect to said screens to generate said service 
definitions, said actions including one of receiving said requests for services and providing said 
results. 

12. A method according to claim 1 , comprising: 

opening a socket cormection to an interface to facilitate interfacing with said mainframe 

system; and 

managing said interface over said socket cormection. 

13. A method according to claim 12, wherein managing comprises at least one of 
controlling access of said clients to said interface, generating said service definitions, and 
modifying said service definitions, 

14. A method according to claim 12, wherein managing comprises: 
logging activities of said interface to obtain logs; and 

debugging executing commands based on said logs. 
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18. An interface for interfacing a client with a mainframe system, comprising: 
a session manager receiving requests for services; 

a message processor to parse said requests to obtain parsed requests; 

a service processor to obtain service definitions based on said parsed requests; and 

a host connector interacting with said mainframe system and executing commands based 

on said service definitions, said commands corresponding with applications recognized by said 

mainframe system for providing results to said requests for services. 

19. An interface according to claim 1 8, comprising: 

a database for storing a plurality of service definitions; and 

a storage manager conmiunicating with said service processor and retrieving from said 
database said service definitions based on said parsed requests. 

20. An interface according to claim 1 8, comprising an interface engine to listen for a 
connection request and instantiate said session manager to receive said requests for services 
related to said connection request. 

21. An interface according to claim 20, comprising a connection pool of pre- 
established connections between said host connector and said mainframe system, said interface 
engine assigning one of said pre-established coimections from said connection pool in response 
to said cormection request. 

22. An interface according to claim 20, comprising a thread pool of pre-established 
session managers, said interface engine instantiating said session manager from one of said pre- 
established session managers from said thread pool. 

23 . An interface according to claim 20, comprising: 
a cache memory; and 

a service cache to store, in said cache memory, said service definitions for said requests 
for services related to said connection. 
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24. An interface according to claim 1 8, comprising an administrative tool for 
facilitating at least one of creating new service definitions and modifying existing service 
definitions. 

25. An interface according to claim 24, wherein said administrative tool comprises a 
socket coimection communicating administrative requests to said interface. 

26. An interface according to claim 1 8, comprising a command processor to execute 
administrative commands based on said requests for services when said requests for services are 
requests for a single command. 

27. An interface according to claim 18, comprising an authenticator containing access 
privilege information for said client, said access privilege information for determining if a client 
inputting said requests for services is authorized to have said service processor obtain said 
service definitions based on said parsed requests. 

28. An interface according to claim 1 8, comprising a logging service to log activities 
of said interface. 
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